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Ashokan Inscriptions 

Fourteen Major Rock Edicts and Their 

Corresponding Messages  

 First Edict: Declared prohibition of animal sacrifice . 

 Second Edict: Medical treatment of humans and animals, planting of 

fruits, medicinal herbs and the digging of wells. Mentions the Pandyas, 

Satyapuras and Keralaputras of South India. 

 Third Edict: Mentions Pradeshikas, Rajukas, and Yuktas and their 

need for going on tours of inspection every five years as part of their 

other duties, preaching dhamma, and also adopting liberal attitude 

towards Brahmanas and Shramanas . 

 Four Edict: Bheri Ghosha (war drum) replaced by Dhamma Ghosha 

Fifth Edict: Appointment of Dhamma Mahamattas, a special cadre of 

officials entrusted to spread dhamma within the kingdom . 

 Sixth Edict: Mantri parishad and officers like Pulisani and Pativedakas. 
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 Seventh Edict: Tolerance towards religions among all sects and welfare 

measures for the public in his as well as his neighbouring kingdoms. 

 Eighth Edict: Royal pleasure tours (Vihara-yatras) replaced by 

dhamma tours (dhammayatras).  

 Asoka’s first Dhamma Yatra to Bodhgaya & Bodhi Tree. 

 Ninth Edict: Condemns popular ceremonies. Stress in ceremonies of 

Dhamma. 

 Tenth Edict: Disapproves of the individual’s desire for fame and glory 

and stresses on Dhamma. 

 Twelfth Edict: Mahamattas in charge of women’s welfare, Ithijika 

Mahamatta and tolerance towards the dhamma of others. 

 Thirteenth Edict: Kalinga war (261 BCE) changed his attitude and 

Ashoka 

 Digvijay was replaced by Dhamma Vijay 

 Sword was replaced by Dhamma 

 War drum (Bheri Ghosha) became law (Dhamma Ghosha) 

 Fourteenth Edict: Purpose of rock edicts 
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