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DEMAND FOR A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY :

e |n 1934 :ideaof aConstituent Assembly : first time by M. N. Roy, a pioneer
of communist movement in India.

e In 1935 : the Indian Nationa Congress (INC), for the first time, officialy
demanded a Constituent Assembly to frame the Constitution of India.

e The demand was finally accepted in principle by the British Government in
what is known as the ‘August Offer’ of 1940.

e |n 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps, framing of an independent Constitution to be
adopted after the World War 1.

e CrippsProposalswereregected by the Muslim League.

e [tratified the India’s membership of the Commonwealth in May 1949.

e |t adopted the national flag on July 22, 1947.

e |t adopted the national anthem on January 24, 1950.

e |t adopted the national song on January 24, 1950.

e It elected Dr. Rajendra Prasad asthe first President of India on January
24, 1950.

e Inall, the Constituent Assembly had 11 sessions over two years, 11 months
and 18 days.

e The Constitution-makers had gone through the Constitutions of about 60
countries, and the Draft Constitution was considered for 114 days.

e The total expenditure incurred on making the Constitution amounted to 364
lakh.

e OnJanuary 24, 1950, the Constituent Assembly held itsfinal session.

e January 26, 1950, formation of new Parliament after the first general
electionsin 1951-52.
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