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SIXTEEN 
MAHAJANPADAS 
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1. Which one of the following is NOT listed as one of the sixteen

mahajana-padas in the pre-mauryan period?

Kuru1.

Vatsa2.

Vajji3.

Kalinga4.
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Anga

Magadha

Kasi

Vatsa

Kosala

Saurasena   

Panchala

Kuru

Matsya

Avanti 

Chedi 

Gandhara

Kamboja

Asmaka

Malla

Vajji

SIXTEEN MAHAJANPADAS 
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2. Which of the following areas was known as Magadh in the ancient

period?

South of Ganga1.

Between Ganga and Yamuna2.

North of Ganga3.

West of Ganga4.
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Mahajanapadas was the large territorial states in North India

and The land between Himalayas and Narmada.

Most of the Mahajanapadas were situated in the north of

Vindhyas, between Bihar in the east to the north-west frontier

of the subcontinent. 

LOCATION OF MAHAJANAPADAS
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3.The capital of the Magadhan Empire under Bimbisara was

Girnar1.

Girivraja2.

Gauda3.

Gujarat  4.
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Bimbisara :
Know as : Shrenika (Jain texts )

Contemporary :  Gautama Buddha , Vardhaman Mahavir.

Special features : Standing army , Matrimonial alliances

to strengthen his political position.

Follower : Buddha.
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4. Ajatashatru sent which of the following ministers to the Buddha

to get advice on attack on the Vajjis?

Vassakara1.

Sunidha2.

Chetak3.

Jivak4.
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Ajatashatru: 492 BC – 460 BC 
Personal life : Father - Bimbisara and Mother - Chellana.

Weapon - Mahasilakantaka and Rathamusala

Title - 

Kunik ( Ajatashatru, the ruler of Magadha, was sitting on the throne after killing his

father. That is why in history it is known as Kunik (Pitruhanta). 

1.

Ashokachanda2.

Wife - Daughter of Prasenjit named Vajira
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5.How many Mahajanapads of 6th century B.C. have been

mentioned in the Buddhist text 'Anguttara Nikaya'?

14 Mahajanapada 1.

16 Mahajanapada 2.

12 Mahajanapada 3.

10 Mahajanapada 4.
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Timeline - Mahajanapadas 
The timeline of the Magadha Empire is estimated to be from 684 BCE to 320 BCE.

Magadha (Important rulers: Bimbisara, Ajatashatru)

Avanti (Important ruler: Pradyota)

Kosala (Important rulers: Prasenjit)

Vatsa (Important rulers: Udayana)

Bimbisara : 558 BC – 491 BC

Ajatshatru : 492- 460 BC

Udayin : 460 BC - 444 BC

Shishunaga Dynasty (around 413 BCE – 345 BCE)

Nanda Dynasty (First non-Kshatriya dynasty) (345 BCE – 321 BCE)
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6.  Who was the founder of the Shishunaga dynasty of the Magadha

Empire in present-day northern India?

Mauryan1.

Haryanka2.

Shishunaga3.

Nanda4.
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Shishunaga ( 413 BCE to 395 BCE )
Past life : A Viceroy/Amatya (high ranking official) at Varanasi (Banaras)

Capital : Girivaraja.

Work : Temporarily shifted capital to Vaishali. 

Achievement : Defeat Avanti (Pradyota Dynasty) and make it a part of Magadha.

This brought an the100-year-old rivalry between Magadha and Avanti.
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7. Which of the following was the capital of Vatsa Mahajanpada?

Viratnagar1.

Kausambi2.

Indraprastha3.

Mathura4.
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7. Which of the following was the capital of Vatsa Mahajanpada?

Viratnagar1.

Kausambi2.

Indraprastha3.

Mathura4.
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Mahajanapadas Capital Present Location

Anga  Champa Bhagalpur and Munger

Magadha Girivraja/Rajagriha  Gaya and Patna

Kasi Kasi Varanasi

Vatsa Kausambi Allahabad

For this notes 
call : 8336902802
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8. Which of the following Kings does not belong to the Magadha

empire?

Bimbisara1.

Rajadhiraja2.

Ajatashatru3.

Kalashok4.
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8. Which of the following Kings does not belong to the Magadha

empire?

Bimbisara1.

Rajadhiraja2.

Ajatashatru3.

Kalashok4.
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9. Chand-Pradyota was ruler of which ancient republic?

Kashi1.

Anga2.

Avanti3.

Vajji4.
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9. Chand-Pradyota was ruler of which ancient republic?

Kashi1.

Anga2.

Avanti3.

Vajji4.
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10. During the age of Buddha, the capital of Vajji ‘Mahajanapada’

was at (SSC CHSL 2020)

Pavapuri1.

Champa2.

Mahishmati3.

Vaishali4.
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10. During the age of Buddha, the capital of Vajji Mahajanapada was

at (SSC CHSL 2020)

Pavapuri1.

Champa2.

Mahishmati3.

Vaishali4.
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Mahajanapadas Capital Present Location

Asmaka Pratishthan Godavari banks

Malla Kusinara Deoria / UP

Vajji Vaishali Vaishali

For this notes 
call : 8336902802
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11. Taxila was the capital of which Mahajanapada?

Kosala1.

Kuru2.

Vajji3.

Gandhara4.
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11. Taxila was the capital of which Mahajanapada?

Kosala1.

Kuru2.

Vajji3.

Gandhara4.
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Mahajanapadas Capital Present Location

Gandhara Taxila Peshawar

Chedi  Sothivati/Banda  Bundelkhand

Kamboja Pooncha Rajouri and Hajra (Kashmir)

For this notes 
call : 8336902802
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12. The first ruler of the Magadha Mahajanapada, known to have a

significant impact on its expansion, was:

Bimbisara1.

Ajatashatru2.

Udayin3.

 Ashoka4.
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12. The first ruler of the Magadha Mahajanapada, known to have a

significant impact on its expansion, was:

Bimbisara1.

Ajatashatru2.

Udayin3.

 Ashoka4.
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13.Who made Pataliputra the capital of Magadha in his reign and

created a small fort here?

Bimbisara1.

Ajatashatru2.

Udayin3.

Kalashoka4.
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13.Who made Pataliputra the capital of Magadha in his reign and

created a small fort here?

Bimbisara1.

Ajatashatru2.

Udayin3.

Kalashoka4.
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14. What was the capital of Kosala during Mahajanapada period?

Kaushambi1.

Shravasti2.

Vaishali3.

Taxila4.
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14. What was the capital of Kosala during Mahajanapada period?

Kaushambi1.

Shravasti2.

Vaishali3.

Taxila4.
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15. Who was the founder of Nanda Dynasty?

Dhana Nanda1.

Mahapadma Nanda2.

Bindusara3.

Shishunag 4.
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Mahapadma Nanda: 
Know as :

“Sarva Kashtriyantaka” (destroyer of all the Kshatriyas) 1.

“Ekrat”( first empire builder of India ).2.

Ugrasena in Pali texts, because of his large army. 3.

First historical emperor of India. (Chandragupta Maurya is the First Emperor of India)

 "Second Parshuram"

Religion : Hinduism, Buddhism, Ajivika and Jainism

Rule : Centralised 
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16. The Second Buddhist Council was held during the reign of

Udayabhadra1.

Mahapadmananda2.

Shishunaga3.

Kalasoka4.
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Father - Shishunaga. 

Known as : Kakarvarna (according to the Puranas). 

Capital : Patliputra.

Work :  

              1. Organised : Second Buddhist Council.

              2. Place : Vaishali 

              3. President : Sabakami.

              4. Time : 383 B.C.

Kalasoka  (395–367 BCE) 

For this notes 
call : 8336902802
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17. In the Mahajanapada era, what was Ujjain the capital of?

Ashmak1.

Avanti2.

Matsya3.

Vajji4.
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18. Udayin shifted the capital of Magadha from ___ to Patliputra.

Kaushambi1.

Sarnath2.

Rajagrih3.

Taxila4.
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19. Name the Indian ruler of Haryanka dynasty who was the son of Ajatashatru

and who laid the foundation of the city of Pataliputra.

(SSC GD 2019)

Pradyota1.

Mahanandin2.

Nandivardhana3.

Udayin4.
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Udayabhadra/Udayin (460 BCE – 444 BCE)

Personal life :Father - Ajatasatru.

Follower :  Jainism.

Work : Shifted the capital to Pataliputra (Patna). Established ‘patilgram’.

Successor : Aniruddha, Manda and Nagadasaka.

He was forced to abdicate his throne in favour of his minister Shishunaga..
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20. Which city was the first capital of the ancient Magadha state?

Vaishali1.

Patliputra2.

Rajgir3.

Darbhanga4.
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21 .Which of the following rivers flowed through Magadha?

Ganga and Krishna1.

Krishna and Tungabhadra2.

Ganga and Son3.

Narmada and Tapi 4.

SSC CHSL  2022
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22. The capital of King Bimbisar's reign of Haryanka dynasty

(Magadha)was

Anga1.

Girivaj2.

Vaishali3.

Kaushal4.
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23.Who transferred his capital from Patliputra to Vaishali?

Dhanananda1.

Harshabardhana2.

Bimbisara3.

Shishunaga4.
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24. Who added Kalinga to Magadha ?

Dhanananda1.

Harshabardhana2.

Bimbisara3.

Mahapadma Nanda 4.
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Mahapadma Nanda: 
Religion : Hinduism, Buddhism, Ajivika and Jainism

Rule : Centralised 

Origin : According to the Puranas, Mahapadma was the founder

of this dynasty and the son of Mahanandin, the Shishunaga king.

TELEGRAM : SAHOJ PATH OFFICIAL (WBCS) [সহজ পাঠ]

  PDF : SAHOJPATH.CO.IN  (OUR WEBSITE)     GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE    CONTACT : 8336902802

TO JOIN OUR LIVE CLASSES CONTACT : 8336902802 

Extra Note : Mudrarakshasa is a Sanskrit play written by

Vishaka Dutta. It narrates the story of Chandragupta and his

ascension to power by Kautilya.
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25. Which state the first used elephants on a large scale against

its neighbours?

Kaushambi1.

Shravasti2.

Vaishali3.

Magadha4.
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its neighbours?
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26. The Achaemenid king _____- was the first ruler to invade the

sub-continent.

Alexendar1.

Bindusara2.

Chandragupta Maurya3.

Cyrus 4.

https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08


TELEGRAM : SAHOJ PATH OFFICIAL (WBCS) [সহজ পাঠ]

  PDF : SAHOJPATH.CO.IN  (OUR WEBSITE)     GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE       CONTACT : 8336902802

TO JOIN OUR LIVE CLASSES CONTACT : 8336902802 

26. The Achaemenid king _____- was the first ruler to invade the

sub-continent.

Alexendar1.

Bindusara2.

Chandragupta Maurya3.

Cyrus 4.

https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08


TELEGRAM : SAHOJ PATH OFFICIAL (WBCS) [সহজ পাঠ]

  PDF : SAHOJPATH.CO.IN  (OUR WEBSITE)     GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE       CONTACT : 8336902802

TO JOIN OUR LIVE CLASSES CONTACT : 8336902802 

27. King Ajatashatru was a ruler of the ___ dynasty.SSC CGL 2021 

Mauryan1.

Haryanka2.

Shishunaga3.

Nanda4.
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28. 
          Column - A                                          Column - B

(a) Shishunaga Dynasty                (i) Chandragupta Maurya

(b) Nanda Dynasty                       (ii) Bimbisara

(c) Mauryan Dynasty                    (iii) Kalashoka

(d) Haryanka Dynasty                  (iv) Kanishka

                                                      (v) Mahapadma

a - ii, b - v, c - iv, d - i1.

a - iii, b - v, c - i, d - ii2.

a - iii, b - iv, c - ii, d - i3.

a - iii, b - v, c - ii, d - iv4.
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29.Which of the following Buddhist texts refer to the sixteen

Mahajanapadas ? (MPSC 2017 )

Nitishastra1.

Anguttara Nikaya2.

Pradnyaparmitasutra3.

Digha Nikaya4.
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Mahajanapadas ? (MPSC 2017 )
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30.Vardhman Mahavir belonged to which dynasty?

(REET 2022)

Shakya1.

Jnatrika2.

Haryank3.

Satavahana4.
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(REET 2022)
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31. Which mahajanapadas located on the confluence of river

Yamuna and Ganga. (SSC CGL 2022)

Kaushambi1.

Shravasti2.

Vaishali3.

Magadha4.
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32. Which mahajanapadas was known for its fine cotton textiles ?

Shravasti1.

Magadha2.

Vatsa3.

Kaushambi4.
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33. Kalashoka belonged to which dynasty? (Bihar Police SI 2023)

Maurya1.

Shishunag2.

Satavahana3.

Haryak4.
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34.Which one of the following kings of Magadha Empire claimed

to be ekarat, the sole sovereign who destroyed all the other

ruling princes? (Odisha Police SI 2022 )

Ajatashatru1.

Mahapadma Nanda2.

Bimbisara3.

Udayin4.
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35.Who was considered as the father of Western history-writing ?

Hammurabi1.

Hippocrates2.

Homer3.

Herodotus4.
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36. Who was the last king of the Nanda dynasty?

Kaivarta1.

Panduka2.

Govishanaka3.

Dhana Nanda4.
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37. Who amongst the following Iranian rulers was the first to

invade India in 518 BC? 

Kadphises I1.

Darius 2.

Kadphises II3.

Gondophernes4.
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38. Kharoshthi script was written 

From right to left1.

From left to right2.

From top to bottom3.

In any direction desired4.
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39.King Ambhi was the ruler of ____.

Ujjain1.

Kannauj 2.

Ayodhya3.

Taxila4.
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40.Alexander invaded India in ______.

526 BC1.

226 BC2.

326 BC3.

426 BC4.

https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08
https://t.me/sahojpath08


TELEGRAM : SAHOJ PATH OFFICIAL (WBCS) [সহজ পাঠ]

  PDF : SAHOJPATH.CO.IN  (OUR WEBSITE)     GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE       CONTACT : 8336902802

TO JOIN OUR LIVE CLASSES CONTACT : 8336902802 

40.Alexander invaded India in ______.

526 BC1.

226 BC2.

326 BC3.

426 BC4.
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41. In the context of early Indian history, the term 'NBPW'

refers to a:

Settlement pattern1.

Dating technique2.

Pottery type3.

Neolithic tool-making technique4.
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42.  Who was the founder of the Pataliputra city?

Chandragupta Maurya1.

Ashoka2.

Udayin3.

Ajatashatru4.
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43.Who was called "Agrammes" or "Xandrames" by the Greek writers? 

Ajatashatru 1.

Kalashoka 2.

Mahapadma Nanda 3.

Dhananand 4.
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Dhanananda : 
Last important ruler of the Nanda

dynasty. 

Known as : Agrammes or Xandrames of

Greek classical writers. 

Achievement : Invention of

Nandopakramani (a particular measuring

standard). 
For this notes 

call : 8336902802
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44. Who of the followings king also known as the "Kakarvarna"

(according to the Puranas) ?

Bimbisara1.

Ajatashatru2.

Kalashoka3.

Udyain4.
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45.Who defeated the last king of Avanti and annexed it with the state

of Magadha?

Shishunaga 1.

Bindusara 2.

Udayabhadra 3.

Danananda 4.
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46. Buddha died during the reign of which of the following kings?

Shishunaga 1.

Ajatashatru2.

Udayabhadra 3.

Danananda 4.
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47. Ajatashatru, a ruler of the Haryanka Dynasty, was the son of _____.

(SSC CGL 2020 )

Bimbisara1.

Naga-Dasak2.

Anurudha3.

Udayin4.
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48. Who among the following rulers of Magadha is said to have sent

his minister named Vassakara to seek advice of Buddha on how to

defeat the Vajjis?

Bimbisara 1.

Bindusara2.

Shishunag 3.

Ajatashatru4.
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49.From among the following Mahajanapadas, identify the

gana/sangha (oligarchy): (CDS 2022)

Magadha1.

Vajji2.

Avanti3.

Kosala4.
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49.From among the following Mahajanapadas, identify the

gana/sangha (oligarchy): (CDS 2022)

Magadha1.

Vajji2.

Avanti3.

Kosala4.
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50. In which areas of modern Bihar was the 'Anga Mahajanpad'

located?

Patna and Gaya1.

Muzaffarpur and Vaishali2.

Gaya and Munger3.

Bhagalpur and Munger4.
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Mahajanapadas Capital Present Location

Anga  Champa Bhagalpur and Munger

Magadha Girivraja/Rajagriha  Gaya and Patna

Kasi Kasi Varanasi

Panchala
Ahichchhatra 

and 
Kampilya

Western UP

For this notes 
call : 8336902802
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